
  

PW Synod of the Southwest   Issue #45 

                   February,  2018 

Dear Friends: 

 It has been a joy to serve as your PW Moderator in the Synod of the Southwest 
these past three years.  Some of the highlights include: 

* 2015 Churchwide Gathering in Minneapolis—”One Body, One Spirit” 

   * 2016 PW Synod Gathering at the Franciscan Renewal Center with 

      Judy Siker, Amy Poling Sutherlun and Kathy Reeves 

         * PDA Training 

   * Synod Council Meetings, even one at Ghost Ranch! 

      * Synod Conference “Serving the Marginalized .   .   . In a World  

      of Privilege and Power, Classism, Racism and Violence 

            * USA/ME Trip to San Francisco for Martha Ashton and Mary Danforth 

       * Global Exchange Trip to Indonesia for Peggy Free and Nancy Thomas 

        * Meeting many wonderful Presbyterian Women at PW Gatherings  

     and meetings from Tucumcari to Tucson, Albuquerque to Phoenix 

            * Working alongside very special friends (Past and Present)  

                                    on the PWS CT 

My heartfelt thanks goes out to all of them (and you) for all you do to make Presbyter-
ian Women such a strong and vibrant community of  Christian women! 

 It is also with great joy I look forward to the next three years working along-
side Dixie Loy, the new PW Moderator of the Synod of the Southwest!  Welcome and 
best wishes, Dixie!             

Peace and love, Bev Roselieb 
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Letter from the PWS Moderator Elect 

 

In January, we learned that Becky Voris had moved to South Dakota, 
we thank her for faithful and good service to the congregation at First 
Presbyterian Church—Carlsbad, their PW circles (among many other 
activities) and to PW in the Presbytery of Sierra Blanca and    Synod 
of the Southwest.  We also learned about the called PWP-SB CT 
meeting on October 28, 2017.  Due to the fact no one had stepped up 
to accept the PWP-SB leadership positions for over 3 years, the cur-
rent (now immediate) past CT decided after many efforts to dissolve PWP-SB and notified 
the following:  PW SSW-CT, PWP-SB and its congregations, with and without PW circles, 
the Synod of the Southwest Office, and Presbytery of Sierra Blanca Office and the respec-
tive leadership teams of this difficult decision.   

 

It was a sad time for everyone, as the letter of dissolution was entered into Presbytery rec-
ords at the Annual Stated Meeting on January 26 and January 27, 2018.  The Stated Clerk 
notified that assembly of receipt of correspondence from PWSSW-CT.  It was reported to 
the assembly: 

1.  Requested all records of the dissolved PWP-SB be sent to the Sierra Blanca Presby-
tery office for safe keeping.  PWP has been an active part of the presbytery since 1983. 

2.  PWSSW-CT has this matter on their agenda for February 2018 and updates will be     
provided to the PSB Office and available at the Spring meeting of PSB in Las Cruces, NM. 

3.  PWSSW-CT will comply with the dissolved PWPSB-CT instructions about funds submit                                            
ted to close any accounts at financial institutions (#6) 

4.  Applications are now available for qualified PW in the congregations to attend 2018 
CWG as the voting delegate.  

5.  Dixie Loy, PWSSW Moderator-Elect, reported that PW in the congregations of Sierra 
Blanca are being contacted about updates on scholarship funds available for a qualified 
PW in the congregation (of Sierra Blanca) 

6.  Funds received by PWSSW-Treasurer will be managed by the PWS-SW CT (directions 
from Becky Voris and Sherry Kearns were to put any funds into PWS general fund) will be 
considered at the upcoming PWS CT meeting in February, 2018. 

 

Additionally Dixie Loy, PWSSW Moderator Elect, reminded the PSB assembly that schol-
arship forms are posted on the presbytery website, and will be mailed in March to each 
congregation for consideration.  This is the last  note I will write to you as PWS Moderator-
Elect.,     I will be installed as PWS Moderator at Casa Grande on February 24, 2018.  I 
am thankful for this community of women who continue to support our wonderful God, 
honor his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, further the mission of His church and each of the 
congregations in our presbyteries and synods, and one another.  Thank you for this oppor-
tunity to serve.  We are blessed! 

  

Dixie Loy PWSSW (nanniehatter@outlook.com)  (575) 317-2000 
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Presbytery de Cristo 

Cheryl Larson - PWP Moderator 

Reformation Study Tour 

Bonnie Thompson (Northminster Presbyterian) and Martha Ashton (Valley Pres-

byterian) of Presbytery de Cristo continue to share reflections with their local 

churches from a trip last 

Fall to commemorate the 

500th Anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation.  

With fifteen other women 

from PW USA, Martha 

and Bonnie participated 

in the 2017 Women of the 

Reformation Study Tour 

to Geneva and southern 

France.  Over the eight 

day tour, the women wor-

shiped at St. Peter’s Ca-

thedral and The Auditoire 

where  our Christian forefathers had worshiped.  Additionally they toured a number 

of museums that depicted the story of persecution toward the Protestants.  Both 

Bonnie and Martha have French Huguenot (protestant) ancestors, which provided a 

personal reaction to visiting these historic sites.   

   

    Awesome News!  Save the date!  April 21st.  Amy Poling 

Sutherlun will be the key note speaker at the Presbytery de 

Cristo’s PW Spring Gathering in Green Valley.  We are so excit-

ed to be hosting Amy.  She is the au-

thor of the upcoming Horizon Bible 

Study, “God’s Promise:  I Am With 

You.”  Amy will also be speaking at 

the church service the next day.  Reg-

istration will begin at 8:30 A.M. and 

the program will start at 9:00 A.M.  Plans are to end the day 

with installation of leaders and communion.  Please join us!  

It’s going to be a great day! 
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Grand Canyon Presbytery 

Mary Hammett - PWP Moderator 

 A good time was had by all at a 30th birthday party for Presbyterian 

Women held January 20th at Mission del Sol Presbyterian Church in Tempe.  

The PWP Coordinating Team invited women from 

churches in Grand Canyon Presbytery and provided a day of 

fun and fellowship.  There was singing, games, and a talk by 

Pat Tuttle who spoke about 

her involvement in the work of 

transitioning from United 

Presbyterian Women to Pres-

byterian Women in 1988.  

Show and Tell was a sharing 

of pictures and artifacts of activities various PWC’s en-

gaged in during the past year.  A Salad Lunch was pro-

vided with a beautiful birthday cake complete with the 

PW logo on it.  Following lunch were workshops and a 

closing message and prayer by Emily Hook from Desert 

Palms Presbyterian Church in Sun City West.   

PWP SPRING GATHERING   Coming soon! Mark your calendar for Sat-

urday, April 28, 2018.  The gathering will be held at Orangewood 

Presbyterian Church, 7321 North 10th Street, Phoenix.  The key-

note speaker will be Nancy Thomas.– Global Exchange partic-

ipant to Indonesia.  There will be exciting workshops, worship 

and fellowship.  Lunch provided.  Check in and  registration begin 

at 8:30 A.M.  Registration is $10.00 per person.  Send your check 

payable to PW Presbytery of Grand Canyon to Joanne Maloney, 

271 Norman Way, Chandler, AZ 85225.  Include your name and church.  Hope to 

see you there! 
 

PWP Reading Committee 

The Presbytery of the Grand Canyon has a book committee that has been in existence 

for at least the past six years.  They meet during the year and suggest books that they 

think will encourage, inspire, educate and motivate the women in the Presbytery.  The 

reading list usually has about 6 Fiction and 6 Nonfiction books on the final list.  At the 

PWP Spring Gathering this list is presented to the women, and all the 

women who have read at least 5 books on the previous year’s list are 

recognized.  Obtaining the new reading list is one of the activities the 

women look forward to receiving at the Spring Gathering.  
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       Santa Fe Presbytery 

      PWP Co-moderators:   Nancy Thomas,  

         Martha Lane, Jane Moses   

 

The Coordinating Team for the Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Santa Fe met at 
First Albuquerque on January 26, 2018.  The team reviewed its work through the fall and 
planned for the Presbytery of Santa Fe PW Gathering on April 21, 2018.   
 
The PW Presbytery Spring Gathering will be held at First Albuquerque on Saturday, 
April 21. Their PWCT will plan and implement the program, which will be a Birthday Offer-
ing theme.   Susan Smith, Moderator for the PWCT at First, is organizing the program to 
include information about the three recipients of the 2018 Birthday Offering, including a 
small housing project being implemented by Cottage Grove Presbyterian Church in Ore-
gon, where the Senior Pastor is Rev. Karen Hill, formerly an Associate Pastor at First 
Presbyterian, Albuquerque.  
 
Jean Ball’s treasurer’s report for 2017 showed disbursements of $7016.75 for mission sup-
port; $4537.73 for Birthday Offering; and $6872.45 for Thank Offer-
ing.  A budget for 2018 was approved, which included a pledge of 
$1500 to Synod of the Southwest.  Funds have accumulated in the 
amount of $2,117.50 for scholarships for the Churchwide Gathering 
in Louisville in August.  
 
A major focus of the meeting was implementing a plan to get up-to-
date PW contact information from all the churches in Santa Fe Presbytery.  Assignments 
were made using the Presbytery Church Directory for members of the CT to contact indi-
vidual churches and determine a point of contact for each congregation.  Martha Lane, co
-moderator, will coordinate this.  She will also “resurrect” the Ristra newsletter.  Lola 
Blackwell, past moderator and secretary, offers a wealth of information on people who 
might be able to help.  
 
The team previewed information about the Churchwide Gathering in August.  Nancy 
Thomas, co-moderator, will be the voting representative for the Presbytery of Santa Fe.  
Members of the CT will work to raise awareness about the Gathering and to try to secure 
participation and let members know about applying for scholarships.    
 
PW Global Exchange to Indonesia presentations have been made to the PW Presbytery 
Fall Gathering and at the December Gathering at First Presbyterian Church.  Presenta-
tions are scheduled for St. Andrew, Albuquerque, on February 20 and for the Grand Can-
yon Presbytery on April 28.  The CT also anticipates hosting an Indonesian woman who 
will come to the States to attend the Gathering in August as part of the exchange.  
 
There were also updates from Jane Moses, co-moderator and Menaul School Repre-
sentative, on their Gala Fundraiser in March, which is the largest of all their fundraisers.  
Edith Waugh-Feliciano, Church Women United Representative,  gave updates and re-
ported on the meeting to be held at First Presbyterian, Albuquerque, on February 2.  Lola 
Blackwell reported on plans for additional PDA trainings provided by PW in the Presbytery.   
It was sadly noted that the PW for Sierra Vista Presbytery has disbanded.  
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2018 

 “Welcome to this Place”  

Birthday Offering 

 Once again Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the 

Southwest have very special ties to the Presbyterian Women’s 

Birthday Offering.  One of the three recipients in the 2018 

“Welcome to this Place” Birthday Offering, the Village of Grace 

Center for Physical and Spiritual Healing in Tegucigalpa,     

Honduras was established by former PCUSA Co-workers Tim 

and Gloria Wheeler.  Tim is the brother of Phebe Packer, a member of Orangewood Pres-

byterian Church in Phoenix.  The center will be managed by Presbyterian women in Hondu-

ras.  It will offer international hospitality for retreats, workshops, and mission teams from PC

(USA), Solar Under the Sun and Living Waters for 

the World.  Every PC(USA) congregation will be 

sent a Birthday Offering booklet or you can down-

load resources, including an inspirational video, at 

presbyterianwomen.org/birthday.  Phebe will be 

presenting a workshop at the upcoming April 28, 

PWP Grand Canyon Gathering, sharing her expe-

riences during a recent mission trip to Honduras.  

Be sure to attend it!   

 

 

 Note:  See also the tie to the Cottage Grove Presby-

terian Church in Oregon in this Santa Fe Presbytery News-

letter article on page 5. 

 
 

2019 PW USA/ME going to New York State! 

  

Exciting plans are underway for the July 12-29, 2019 PW USA 

Mission Experience.  Attendees will be visiting historic and 

mission sites in several New York towns and cities.  Keep 

watching the PW website presbyterianwomen.org for further 

information and to download the application form.  If you are 

interested in going, contact Dixie Loy.  This one should fill up 

quickly! 

Village of Grace Center—Honduras 
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Acronyms used in this Newsletter 

PW—Presbyterian Women 

PWSSW—Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Southwest 

CT—Coordinating Team 

CWG—Churchwide Gathering 

PWC—Presbyterian Women in the congregation 

PWP—Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery 

PWP-SB—Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Sierra Blanca 

PW USA/ME—Presbyterian Women United States of America Mission Expe-
rience 
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    UPCOMING DATES 

        February 24, 2018 PWSCT - Casa Grande 

           March 2, 2018 - World Day of Prayer 

April 21, 2018 PWP Gathering - de Cristo Presbytery 

April 21, 2018 PWP Gathering - Santa Fe Presbytery 

April 28, 2018 PWP Gathering - Grand Canyon Presbytery 

August 2-5, 2018 PW Churchwide Gathering - Louisville, KY 

July 12-29, 2019 PW USA Mission Experience - New York State 

October 4-6, 2019 PWS SW Gathering - Redemptorist Renewal Center - Tucson, AZ  

 

2018 PW CHURCHWIDE GATHERING  

 

 Registration is now open for the August 2-5, 2018 PW 
Gathering in Louisville, Kentucky at presbyterianwomen.org.  It 
is helpful to have a copy of the Registration booklet beforehand 
so you can look over all the interesting workshops that will be 
available.  It’s difficult to choose!  You can download the regis-
tration booklet at the PW website as well. 

 New this year, you can register and pay for our PW    
Synod Luncheon as part of the registration process.  Be sure to 
select Synod of the Southwest so we can all be together!    
Conrad Rocha, our Synod Executive Presbyter, along with one 
of the Global Exchange guests will be joining us.  We’ll also be 
celebrating 30 years of PW, so be sure to sign up and come! 

 Martha Ashton, de Cristo, Diane Nestlebush, Grand 
Canyon, Nancy Thomas, Santa Fe, and Dixie Loy, PWSSW Moderator will be our Voting 
Representative (VR’s) at the triennial Business meeting prior to the Gathering.  At this 
moment in time, we are still looking for someone to be a VR from Sierra Blanca. 

 There will once again be a Silent Auction, so if this is your cup of tea, please go to 
the PW website for guidelines and information on how to make a donation!  We will also 
be bringing $10 Gift cards from Target, Walmart, CVS or Walgreens to support the minis-
tries of the D.I.A.P.E.R. Project, Charleston, IN, Kentucky Refugee Ministries, Inc., Louis-
ville, KY and Lily’s Place, WV.  PW Circle friends that will not be attending the Gathering 
may want to send a gift card along with you. 

Hope to see YOU at the PW Gathering ! ! 
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          Mission  

Together in Service 

Mary Danforth - Mission PWS 

 With the support of World Mission’s regional liaison Nancy Collins, and a grant from 

Presbyterian Women, the Presbyterian Church of Rwanda created a program that is show-

ing strong results called “Best Future from Today.” 

 The church’s youth coordinator, Epimu Epimaque Munyankindi, took the initial 

grant from Presbyterian Women to buy equipment to start a small recording studio.  Presby-

terian church choirs can record their own music and sell CD’s.  Individuals and groups out-

side the church have also used the studio for a fee, creating an additional revenue stream.    

 “The PC(USA) knows that with a good idea, you can go even beyond what you ex-

pect,”  says Munyankindi.  “We are really thankful for them and Presbyterian Women, 

thanks to them for the funding.  It has been like a dream.”   

 Rwanda youth have been able to start 10 separate projects, under the “Best Future 

from Today” project thanks to the Presbyterian Women grant, including a public relations 

project known as “Sophia” that started last year.   

 “If we’re looking at the issue of sustainability and if a project can continue after initial 

funding,”  says Collins, “This one is really a great example of how a project can both contin-

ue and expand.”  

 

 

 

No-cost Workshops and Programs for PW Gatherings                          

Check out these topics: 

• Human Trafficking, Pornography and Prostitution 

• Healthy Relationships between White and Native Americans:  Examining Shared History 

 and the Doctrine of Discovery 

• Borders Across the Bible:  Meeting God at the unseen borders in our lives, in Biblical 

 History and at the borders of our country 

• Family Violence Prevention workshop options: 

 Elder Abuse and care for the caregiver 

 Healthy dating relationships for teens 

 Family violence prevention and safety precautions 

 Courageous congregation’s response to abuse 

For more information, or to schedule a program contact Joan Fenton 

 (rjfenton5@gmail.com) or call 602-451-7926 
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PWS SW CT 

 

Beverly (Bev) Roselieb - Moderator                                                                                                       
 broselieb@cox.net                                                                                                                      
 480-816-9544 or 630-986-7222 

Dixie Loy - Moderator Elect                                                                                                  
 nanniehatter@outlook.com 

Martha Ashton - Secretary                                                                                                              
 cashton105@aol.com 

Bonnie Thompson - Treasurer                                                                                           
 jobodo@earthlink.net 

Carole Jean Soine - Leadership                                                                                   
 cjys09jdt2@gmail.com   

Peggy Free - PWS SW Representative                                                           
 freeneazy37@gmail.com   

Joan Fenton - Justice & Peace                                                                                                        
 rjfenton5@gmail.com   

Mary Danforth - Mission

 marypittsdanforth@gmail.com 

 

 

Donna Yordy - Newsletter Editor  

 dyordy3@yahoo.com 

      

PWP MODERATORS 

Cheryl Larson - de Cristo                                                

 clarson@nursing.arizona.edu 

Mary Hammett - Grand Canyon                    

 mhammett0267@gmail.com 

Martha Lane - Santa Fe                                                                        

 pansyabq@gmail.com  

Jane Moses - Santa Fe          

 janestitch@q.com 

Nancy Thomas - Santa Fe     

 ths0323@aol.com  

 

More Churchwide Gathering News 

 

 Cheryl Larson, PW Moderator of Presbytery de Cristo, 

created this clever gecko and a scarf for the Presbyterian 

Women of the Synod of the Southwest to wear at the Church-

wide Gathering. 

 Check with your PWP Moderator for cost and to see 

how you can purchase and receive yours! 



News for Loaves and Fishes from CCT Synod of the Southwest Representative: 

Here are some highlights from the first Quarterly Mailing from PW in 2018: 

Horizons Magazine topics for 2018: 
• January/February 2018—Global Exchange to Indonesia  
• March/April 2018—30 Years of Presbyterian Women!  
 • May/June 2018—Faith and Creativity  
• July/August 2018—Compassion and Empathy  
• September/October 2018—Trending Faith, Timeless Faith  
• November/December 2018—Arise! Shine! Your Light Has Come! Highlights from the 2018        
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women/Christianity’s Global Faces 

Horizons Bible Study for 2018—2019: 
 Introducing God’s Promise: I Am with You Bible study resources** The 2018–2019 Horizons 
Bible study, God’s Promise: I Am with You, takes readers on a journey through scripture to 
consider circumstances in which God articulated God’s promise of presence. This study does 
not delve deeply into manifestations of God’s presence—the tabernacle, the ark of the 
covenant, manna, the Temple, pillars of cloud and fire—but rather on God’s articulation of the 
promise. We see anew that God offered words of profound comfort and commitment to 
individuals and communities from the time of the patriarchs to that of the prophets; from the 
judges to the kings; before, during, and after the exile; into the New Testament and beyond. 
Horizons subscribers will receive their copy of this study with the March/April 2018 magazine. 
Remember, this is the most cost-effective way to receive the Bible study—with a subscription 
to Horizons!  

PW 101.5  The PW Circle Revisited 
In 1988, Christie Loney wrote: The circle can be a place that challenges us to stretch beyond 
our known limits. Within the confines of a loving, accepting community we can take risky 
steps, fail and not feel foolish. This enables us to move beyond the safe place, reach out to 
others and have our faith tested. In the circle, Christian leadership is born, nurtured and sent 
forth into ministry. Maybe you are a young woman, a woman in her mid-life crisis, a 
businesswoman, a working mother, a single parent, an elderly woman . . . ; each of you has a 
place in a circle . . . . A local church may have a number of circles, each one unique and 
different. Yet a commonality . . . binds them together . . .  

Birthday Offering: 
“Welcome to this place,” the theme of the 2018 Birthday Offering, speaks to our call as 
Christians to “missional hospitality,” as PW board member and pastor Jane DeFord says in 
the dedication service for the Birthday Offering. She adds, “Consider the missional hospitality 
extended to victims of domestic abuse and violence when a safe home is offered to the 
battered and the broken.” The Birthday Offering will fund a grant to the Dwelling Place, one of 
three recipients of our missional hospitality in 2018. The Dwelling Place in Minneapolis and 
St. Paul, Minnesota; Cottage Village, a tiny-house community for low-income residents in 
Cottage Grove, Oregon; and Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, offer missional hospitality for survivors of abuse, impoverished rural 
families and mission teams working alongside the people of Honduras. The Birthday Offering 
celebrates Presbyterian Women’s history of missional hospitality. It was launched in 1922 and 



since that time, has funded nearly 100 major mission projects that continue to make a 
difference in the lives of women and children. While the projects and donation amounts have 
changed, PW’s commitment to improving the lives of women and children have not. We 
continue to need broad, consistent support from Presbyterian women and others in order to 
continue funding mission projects like the ones selected for 2018.  

Quote from Carol Winkler,PW Moderator: 
 In the last 30 years, more than 350 women have led this organization at the national level. 
Think of PW groups across the denomination and that number rises exponentially. I want to 
stop and say, “Thank you, God, for the women of PW.” Let us celebrate how we have been 
better together than alone, as women of faith, for 30 years. Each of us has walked the PW 
Purpose with others. In this year of celebration, I hope you will reach out and say “Thank you” 
to the many women who are your cloud of witnesses.  
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