Promo Content for Synod of the Southwest Oct. 3-5 Kaleidoscope 

Title: “Preaching and Leading for Stronger Discipleship in the Local Congregation”

Description: Though it is often translated as an imperative, the famous “Go” in Matthew 28:19 is actually the aorist passive “poreuthentes”— as you have been going, are going and will go. The true imperative verb here is mathēteusate: “make disciples.” Christ’s clear command here is to make disciples, wherever you are and whatever you are doing on a given day. We will explore a fresh perspective for congregations as they are going, continually shaping people who are growing more in love with God and better at loving others. This perspective of moving disciples at various stages forward to their next stage in the discipleship pathway is helping churches today better fulfill Jesus’ command. Pastors will walk away with practical steps they can take through their preaching, worship leadership and overall congregational leadership, to help people who are stuck in their growth to begin moving forward into a more mature faith.
Bio: Rev. Dr. Mike Johnson is the founder of Ascending Leaders, a ministry with the mission of helping churches, disciples and leaders flourish. After spending ten years as a pastor and church planter, he now coaches, teaches and writes full time, continuing in his dedication to the intentional formation of people in Christ. In doing so, he’s become a leader in observing and understanding discipleship practices that are working for congregations.  

In that role Dr. Johnson has taught courses on discipleship at Fuller Seminary. In January, 2017 he will teach a Fuller DMin course in Houston: Growing Effective Discipling Cultures
If not interested in a DMin degree, clergy can still join the course by auditing it or doing the Advanced Diploma in Ministry Leadership (ADML), which offers the education and relationships of a DMin without the formal degree and at a much lower cost.

In 2004 Dr. Johnson received his Doctor of Ministry degree from Fuller Seminary, with an emphasis on adult discipleship and leadership development. Dr. Johnson received his M.Div. from Calvin Theological Seminary and is ordained in the Christian Reformed Church. He and his wife make their home in Sugar Land, Texas. Their two children are married and live in the area. They are all employed in the field of education.

