
Synod Report
Highlights from June 2011 Meeting

Directions into the Future
Commissionerss from the four presbyteries in the Synod of the Southwest 

turned their thoughts to the future at the summer meeting of the Synod 
held at Palo Cristi Church in Paradise Valley, Arizona, in mid-June.

Commission on Middle Governing Bodies
The Rev. José Olagues, a member of Grand Canyon Presbytery and a member 

of the General Assembly Commission on Middle Governing Bodies (presbyteries 
and synods), reported on the work of the Commission as it seeks to sort out roles 
and functions of such bodies going into the future. The underlying issue is what en-
tities are needed in a future that is vastly different from the past to support mission 
in local congregations.

Commissioners had the opportunity to share their thoughts both in writing 
and in verbal discussion. They expressed widely different opinions on what needs to 
be continued as we work together as Presbyterians, what needs to be changed, and 
what needs to be given up. The possible elimination of synods, possible re-align-
ment of presbytery boundaries, and other possible initiatives are all on the table.

The Commission was appointed following the meeting of the General Assem-
bly last year and is scheduled to report to the General Assembly next summer.

Task Force for Reviewing Synod Priorities
Still seeking directions into the future, Commissioners approved a recom-

mendation that a special Task Force be appointed to “review priorities of the Synod 
adopted in 2006.”

These are:
• Racial/Ethnic ministries;
• Leadership development;
• New church development and redevelopment (transformation);
• Border and immigrant ministries;
• Ecumenical & Interfaith Relations;
• Stewardship and funds development;
• Communicatioins.
The Task Force is to determine whether these priorities should be changed, 

eliminated, or augmented by additional priorities. It is to report back to the winter 
meeting of the Synod in 2012 and bring a plan for implementing the priorities.

The  Task Force is also to "Develop and bring to the February/March 2012 
meeting of the  Synod a plan for engaging in a conversation of the five middle gov-
erning bodies of the Synod, including a gathering of leaders from the five governing 
bodies as recommended in a de Cristo/Grand Canyon Overture, for the purpose of 
identifying and developing possible ways to address the need to focus mission for 

all five middle governing bodies more clearly and to use more wisely the resources 
entrusted to their care.”

Other actions of the Synod:
•  Elected Elder Rochelle “Rocky” Mackey (elder, Grand Canyon Presbytery) was 

elected Moderator-Elect (2012-2013). A long-time leader in Grand Canyon, she 
currently is chair of Synod's Finance and Stewardship Development Committee.
As Moderator-Elect she will serve as chair of the Task Force to review Synod's 
priorities.

•  Voted to forgive Presbytery of Sierra Blanca some $16 thousand in interest on its 
loan of $70 thousand from the Synod for its Camp Chimney Spring. The camp 
has now been sold and the loan repaid to the Synod.

•  Placed the money received in repayment of its loan to Sierra Blanca Presbytery 
in a special “Wild Fire” Fund to be administered by the Executive Committee 
of the Synod. Commissioners then voted to give $16,000 to Arizona's Montlure 
Presbyterian Church Camp to help the Camp's eventual recovery/restoration/
rebuilding efforts. The camp lost several buildings in the Wallow Fire in western 
Arizona and eastern New Mexico. Extent of the damage was not known at the 
time of Synod's meeting since no one had been allowed in the area to check.

•  Elected Phil Courtney, pastor of the Yuma church, and Stephanie Hamilton, 
Executive Director of Montlure Presbyterian Camp, to Synod's Nominating 
Committee.

•  Adopted the Communication's Team “Dream Plan” that calls for:
1.   The creation of an Internet and Communication Specialist adjunct staff 
position;
2.   The onsite installation of hardware at churches without a computer and 
without the available resources to purchase one.   It is estimated that there 
may be up to 30 churches without any computer or that need significant 
updating and who are unable to address this situation.  With an installation, 
the specialist will assist churches in finding an ISP, and the synod will provide 
funding for the first year’s subscription; again in situations where the church 
does not have the available resources to pay for such a service;
3.   Identify networking opportunities, such as programs, meetings, confer-
ences and classes.

• Reminded pastors of Kaleidoscope Preaching Seminar 8 to be held at Ghost 
Ranch, August 1-7. Theme of the seminar is “Struggling with Scripture” with 
Frances Taylor Gench and Roger J. Gench as leaders. Cost for a pastor is $100. 
Registration, travel, board and room are paid through a special grant from the 
General Assembly Mission Council.

The Fall meeting of the Synod is scheduled October 28-29 at Valley Presbyte-
rian Church, Green Valley, Arizona.
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