
Synod of the Southwest and Immigration 
An Invitation to Respond in Faith 

 
Whereas, the flow of people across our border seeking a better life and the horrific 
 increase of fear, division and death in our borderlands in the last decade and a 
 half is a sign that “justice is not flowing like a mighty stream”; 

 
Whereas, there are an increasing number of state and local laws attempting to address 

the broken Immigration system;  
 

Whereas, the above-mentioned laws have created division among communities and 
even within our Synod as to our appropriate responses; 

 
Whereas, the Scriptures include many stories of the movement of people and peoples 

across geographical, social and religious borders; 
 

Whereas the Scriptures show God’s concern for the treatment of “aliens” and strangers”; 
 

Whereas, Christians are called to incarnate the gospel of Jesus Christ and to “do justice, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with our God” here in the midst of the sufferings of 
the world; and, 

 
Whereas, the Reformed faith family, as well as the Christian family in general, have 

responded to the challenges of migration throughout our history and are called to 
be salt and light in the world;  

 
 

Therefore, the Synod of the Southwest encourages its presbyteries and congregations:  
 

1) To enter a season of prayer for all those involved in and affected by our 
broken immigration system; 

2) To commit to the study of Scripture to seek guidance in responding in faith 
to the challenges of immigration; 

3) To read and reflect on policy statements of the PCUSA and other faith 
traditions in regards to immigration; 

4) To listen to the stories of a broad spectrum of those who are adversely 
affected by our broken immigration system; 

5) To seek to respond to root causes of immigration through our economic 
practices; 

6) To recognize that some among us, and many in immigrant communities, 
regardless of legal status, are living with heightened fear because of the 
increase in anti-immigrant laws; and, 

7) To make our voices known regarding the need for just immigration reform 
from a faith perspective by writing editorials in local newspapers and 
contacting our elected officials; 

 
In order to support the above, the Border Ministries Team recommends that the Synod of 
the Southwest commit to the following actions: 
 

Through prayer:  
• Email the “Prayer Through The Week” template for individual use to all 

commissioners and pastors of the Synod and encourage all congregations 
to include prayers for a positive and faithful resolution to our broken 
immigration system in corporate worship, particularly throughout Lent; 

 



Through education: 
• Provide two full tuition scholarships to each presbytery for the seminar, 

“Immigration: A Faithful Response” at Ghost Ranch August 1-7, 2011; 
• Provide up to $1000 to each presbytery to host workshops, panels, etc., on 

the topic of immigration; 
• Invite pastors of the Four-Synod Covenant (Southwest, Sun, Noroeste, and 

Israel), to submit sermons on the topic of immigration to be compiled into a 
synod resource to share with the larger church; and, 

• Organize a Synod-wide virtual book study on Daniel Carroll’s Christians At 
the Border, a survey of Scripture as it relates to immigration; 

 
Through economic responses:     

• Continue to endorse and support Just Coffee/Café Justo as a partner in 
doing justice; and, 

• Be open to providing financial support that would promote economic 
stability in the communities from which migrants come. Such support could 
be in the form of actual investment in business opportunities such as Just 
Coffee or other projects suggested by the Border Ministry Team. 

 
Through advocacy:  

• Provide tools on the synod’s website to facilitate contact with appropriate 
elected officials; 

• Provide information on joining Presbyterians For Just Immigration Reform, 
and/or other advocacy groups; 

• Post information on the synod’s website regarding denominationally 
identified legal issues of concern to us and our migrant sisters and 
brothers; and, 

• Encourage the Border Ministry Team to explore participating with the 
Interfaith Immigration Coalition, a national ecumenical organization. 

 
In General:  

• Create an Immigration Page on the synod’s website that will provide links 
to the above-mentioned information and additional immigration resources; 
and, 

• Engage in conversation/consultation with councils and other appropriate 
entities within the presbyteries. 

 


