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Synod Meeting goes South to the Border

Commissioners to the March stated meeting of the Synod of the Southwest 
and others gather at the US/Mexico border near Sunland Park on a crisp, 
bright March day to worship and exchange the Peace of Christ/La Paz de 
Cristo with Presbyterian brothers and sisters on the other side of the 10-foot 
chain-link fence that separates the two countries and people.

Presbyterians on either side of the border/fence, under the watchful eyes 
of Border Patrol persons, joined together in worship that included the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as the March meeting of the Synod closed. 
Delivering the sermon in both Spanish and English was the Rev. Wayne 
Hawkins, new church development pastor of the Hispanic Fellowship nesting 
in Las Cruces First.

Immigration issues – particularly 
between Mexico and the U.S. – 
were very much on the minds of 
commissioners to the March meet-

ing of the Synod of the Southwest.
Traveling to Las Cruces by plane, 

bus, and/or car, commissioners from 
the four Presbyteries gathered to make 
decisions on a variety of matters and to 
consider faithful responses to the im-
migration crisis in the U.S.

A highlight of the meeting was 
traveling to the Sunland Park area on 
the closing day of the meeting to join 
with Presbyterians on the Mexican side 
of the border/fence for an outdoor wor-
ship service.

With Border Patrol vehicles spaced 
about 100 yards a part along the  10-foot 
chain-link border fence as far as could 
be seen and on top of a near-by hill, the 
two groups heard a sermon by the Rev. 
Wayne Hawkins, new church develop-
ment pastor of an Hispanic Fellowship 
nesting in Las Cruces First. 

He preached in both English and 
Spanish. Hymns were sung together in 
English and Spanish.

When it came to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, the elements were 
served on each side of the fence by 
Presbyterian clergy of the U. S. and 
Mexico.

Although nothing could be passed 
through the fence, persons on each side 
of the fence were able to touch each 
other and greet one another along the 
fence, sharing, "The Peace of Christ/La 
Paz de Cristo.”

Symbolically, a group of Presbyte-
rians of the two countries joined to-
gether around the Table of Jesus Christ, 
through whom all are one. 

With the city of  El Paso in the back-
ground on the U.S. side and a Union 
Pacific freight train grinding to a halt 
close by, commissioners experienced the 
reality of the border.
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Synod adopts document suggesting a 
faithful response to the immigration crisis

In response to a growing concern 
over  attitudes  toward immigration 
to the U.S., particularly toward His-

panics from Mexico and Latin America, 
commissioners to the March meeting of 
the Synod of the Southwest adopted a 
paper, "An Invitation to  Respond in 
Faith," at its March meeting.

The full text in both Spanish and 
English is to be distributed to all 
congregations in the Synod once it is 
translated into Spanish.

Prepared by the Border Ministry 
Team of the Synod, the document 
encourages its presbyteries and con-
gregations:

• “To enter a season of prayer for all 
those involved in, and affected by, our 
broken immigration system;

• To commit to the study of Scrip-
ture to seek guidance in responding in 
faith to the challenges of immigration;

•  To read and reflect on policy state-
ments of the PCUSA and other faith 
traditions in regards to immigration;

•  To listen to the stories of a broad 
spectrum of those who are adversely 
affected by our broken immigration 
system;

•  To seek to respond to root causes 
of immigration through our economic 
practices;

•  To recognize that some among us, 
and many in immigrant communities, 
regardless of legal status, are living with 
heightened fear because of the increase 
in anti-immigrant laws;

•  To make our voices known re-
garding the need for just immigration 
reform from a faith perspective by 
writing editorials to local papers and 
contacting our elected officials.”

Specific actions recommended by 
the document and adopted by commis-
sioners, include:

• Encouraging “all congregations 
to include prayers for a positive and 
faithful resolution to our broken im-
migration system in corporate worship, 
particularly throughout Lent;”

• Providing “two [full] tuition 
scholarships to each presbytery for 
the seminar, ‘Immigration: A Faithful 
Response,’ at  Ghost Ranch, August 
1-7, 2011;”

•  Inviting “pastors of the Four-
Synod Covenant (Southwest, Sun, 

Noroeste, and Israel), to submit ser-
mons on the topic of immigration to 
be compiled into a synod resource to 
share with the larger church;”

•  Continuing “to endorse and sup-
port Just Coffee/Café Justo as a partner 
in doing justice;”

•  Creating “an immigration page on 
the Synod's website [synodsw.org] that 
will provide links to...information and 
additional immigration resources.”
Commissioners elect new
persons to the various 
committees of the Synod

As part of the business transacted at 
the March Synod meeting, com-

missioners elected new persons to the 
various committees, commissions and 
teams of the Synod.

Joining continuing members on 
each group are new members:

Border Ministry Team: Rev. Ann 
Graham-Johnson, Presbytery de Cristo; 
and Elder Beverly Coots, Sierra Blanca 
Presbytery.

Committee on Representation: 
Elder Starr Luteri-Hicks, Grand Can-
yon Presbytery.

Communication Team: Rev. John 
McGarey, Santa Fe Presbytery, and El-
der Jean Montgomery, Grand Canyon 
Presbytery.

Finance and Stewardship Devel-
opment Committee: Rev. Ray Kerst-
ing, Santa Fe Presbytery, and Elder Ray 
Brodland, Grand Canyon Presbytery.

Hispanic Ministries Coordinating 
Committee: Rev. Guillermo Yela, Santa 
Fe Presbytery.

Permanent Judicial Commission: 
Elder Marshall Worden, Presbytery de 
Cristo; Elder June Lorenzo, Santa Fe 
Presbytery; Rev. Andrew Black, Santa 
Fe Presbytery, Elder Matt Holt, Sierra 
Blanca Presbytery.

Personnel Committee: Elder Leb-
eo Martinez, Santa Fe Presbytery; Rev. 
Lorelei Hillman, Grand Canyon Pres-
bytery; Rev. Harold Armstrong,  Sierra 
Blanca Presbytery and Rev. Bill Voigt, 
Presbytery de Cristo.

Mission trip from Douglas, Az, 
to Chiapas, Mexico set for fall

In making a presentation to the 
Synod meeting, Mark Adams, 
Frontera de Cristo, announced a 

border to border mission study tour 
in late October to learn about coffee, 
migration, and faith.

He is inviting Presbyterians to join 
the event that begins in Douglas, Ari-
zona and continues to Chiapas, Mexico, 
October 28 to November 5.

Sponsored by Frontera de Cristo, 
one of the Presbyterian Border Min-
istries, the trip is designed for those 
who want to understand more about 
coffee and migration from a faith based 
perspective.

A combination of biblical reflec-
tions, group discussions and unique 
insights from community members and 
supporters will make this a unique and 
special opportunity.

Persons curious about coffee will 
have the opportunity to see behind the 
bean into the real steps of coffee cultiva-
tion and production. 

Additional insight will be gained 
on the impact of world forces on im-
migration and coffee, and learn about 
the relationships between the two.

Frontera de Cristo is responsible 
for the development of coffee growing 
cooperatives in Mexico that produce the 
coffee of Just Coffee/Café Justo.

In 2010, 39 churches in the Synod 
of the Southwest participated in the 
Café Justo program. The economic 
impact for the farmers in the coop was 
an additional $60 thousand above what 
they might have earned by selling to the 
mega corporations.

This is allowing a number of fami-
lies to remain in Mexico and not have 
to consider trying to immigrate to the 
United States for jobs to support their 
families. 

Cost of the trip is $1,500. Com-
plete information is available at www.
fronteradecristo.org.

In addition, participants will walk 
migrant trails in the desert and tour a 
Just Coffee roasting plant. There will 
be conversations with growers from 
El Gauila and the group will examine 
immigration issues on the Mexico/
Guatemala border at migrant shelters 
and aid centers in Tapachula.
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