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January 11, 2011 
 
 
 
Sisters and Brothers,  
  
The tragic events of this past weekend in Tucson have left our sisters and brothers in Tucson, 
the Presbytery de Cristo, Arizona, our Synod, our Church and the Nation reeling from the 
senselessness of the violent act that took the lives of so many and injured physically and 
emotionally so many others.   
  
It is my hope that out of this tragedy we will all recommit to shun rhetoric that can so easily 
breed contempt that leads to violence and embrace a spirit of civility and respect for all in our 
church, professional and personal lives, despite how we might feel about any particular issue or 
subject.   As Christians we must be at the forefront in modeling behavior that witnesses to all 
with whom we come in contact the love of God for all God's children.   
  
I pray that as we each recommit to this behavior of Christian witness, that we will keep in our 
hearts and prayers those most affected by this tragedy.....the victims.   I ask, also, that you keep 
our Presbytery de Cristo family in prayer as they deal with the aftermath of this tragedy that has 
touched its community so personally and, particularly, that you hold in prayer our sisters and 
brothers at Northminster Presbyterian Church in Tucson as they mourn the personal loss of their 
dear sister in Christ, Phyllis Schneck.    
  
Finally, I am reminded that we can take comfort of that fact that even in this darkness, a light 
shines and neither this darkness nor any darkness through which we may journey shall  
overcome it.    
  
God's Peace to each of you,   
Conrad 
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