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By action of commissioners Synod 
can hold meetings in Arizona

Following a panel discussion by leaders of each Presbytery and extensive 
discussion by commissioners at the Annual Meeting of the Synod of the 
Southwest in Albuquerque, October 29-30, commissioners voted to rescind 

action taken at the June Stated Meeting of the Synod which barred the Synod and 
its committees from holding meetings in Arizona.

The original action in June was in response to the most onerous provision 
of Arizona immigration legislation that appeared to give law enforcement agencies 
the right to stop and interrogate persons suspected of being immigrants without 
documentation. That provision was later put on hold by the courts. 

The original June action was taken upon recommendation of Synod's Border 
Ministry Team, in an effort to protect persons traveling to Synod meetings who 
might be the target of interrogation and racial profiling while traveling to or within 
the state of Arizona.

The action received heavy criticism from many Presbyterians and some 
churches. The motion to rescind was made by Commissioner Robbin MacDonald, 
de Cristo Presbytery.

Synod commissioners also voted to:
“...acknowledge and communicate the risk for Hispanics and Latinos travel-

ing to, from and within the State of Arizona” and
“to direct its leaders, when deciding whether or not to hold meetings in 

Arizona, to consider seeking vendors, particularly hotels, that will seek to provide 
participants with an environment which is safe and free from potential interroga-
tion and/or racial profiling. ”

The Border Ministry Team is to continue its work to provide Presbyterians in 
the Synod with resources for studying and understanding the immigration dilemma 
in the nation.

Committee Moderators elected
It being the annual meeting, commissioners elected moderators of the com-

mittees and teams of the Synod for the year 2011. They are:
•	 Border	Ministries	Team	–	the	Rev.	Randy	Campbell	(SF)
•	 Committee	on	Representation	–	the	Rev.	Sam	Lanham	(SB)	(in	class	of	

2011	to	replace	Elder	Glen	Bezuyen)
•	 Hispanic	Ministries		Coordinating	Committee	–	Elder	Solema	Newton	

(SF)

•	 Nominating	Committee	–	the	Rev.	David	Hicks	(GC)
•	 Personnel	Committee	–	Elder	Marty	Bruner	(SF)
•	 Finance	&	Stewardship	Development	–	Elder	Rocky	Mackey	(GC)
•	 Communications	Team	–	the	Rev.	Bobbi	Hargleroad	(HR)	(deC)
Other members of the committees and teams will continue to serve until the 

March meeting of the Synod when a new class of members will elected for each.

Commissioners approve 2011 budgets
With an anticipated income budget of $1,019,056, commissioners to the An-

nual Meeting of the Synod approved an expense mission budget of $1,017,689.
The income budget anticipates mission support from the four presbyteries of 

$92,000, $551,901 from Mission Partnership Funds from the denomination, and 
$54,555 from reserves.

Mission Partnership Funds which are scheduled to end in 2013 go to the four 
presbyteries for staff support and presbytery mission. Grand Canyon Presbytery 
is scheduled to receive $167,317; Presbytery of Santa Fe $127,019; Presbytery of 
Sierra Blanca, $110,316, and Presbytery de Cristo, $147,249. Of these amounts 
$30,000 for each presbytery is to go to racial ethnic ministries in each presbytery.

In addition the Synod will be drawing from restricted funds to hold the 
Synod Kaleidoscope Preaching  Seminars in 2011. The Synod received a special 
grant from the General Assembly Mission Council for these seminars.

Restricted funds will also enable the Synod to make grants to Camino de 
Vida Hispanic new church development, Iglesia Del Pueblo new church develop-
ment, and Young Pastors Retreats.

With decreased expenses on the per capita side of Synod financials, a per 
capita of $5 was approved. Current per capita has been $6 and was scheduled to go 
up to $7 in the new year. Based on $5 per member, the per capita income budget is 
anticipated to be $177,000 with expenses of $175,733. These funds primarily fund 
administrative costs of the Synod.

Worship includes welcome, commissioning
Worship on the closing day of the meeting included a liturgy of welcome for 

Elder Conrad M. Rocha as Interim Synod Executive/Stated Clerk and a service of 
commissioning for the Rev. José Olagues as a member of the General Assembly's 
Commission on Middle Governing Bodies.

Presiding at the Lord's Table for the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was 
Moderator Carrol Blevins and Moderator-Elect John Dunham. Delivering the 
sermon was the Rev. Sallie Watson, Regional Presbyter for the Presbyteries of Santa 
Fe and Sierra Blanca.
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