Many people have been asking about my experience with the church in China, and I have tried to answer as best as I could, but there is so much to tell. One thing that has been on my mind about this trip as we prepare for the advent season is waiting.

If there was any down side to this trip it was the waiting. Waiting on planes (then more waiting on planes after we missed the ones we were waiting for); waiting for the plane to land—especially after being on it for 12 hours straight; waiting on windy bumpy bus rides; waiting on a large group of American tourists that all moved at different paces; waiting on crowds of people (crowds in China tend to be much bigger than here—after all there are 1.3 billion people over there). There was a great deal of waiting to do, and it wasn’t always easy to be patient. 

And look at this—I get back to the United States just in time to start the church season of waiting—Advent. Here we wait with anticipation on Christmas. We wait for shopping sales (Black Friday is just around the corner); we wait for gatherings of family and friends; we wait for Christmas goodies and holiday feasts; and of course, we wait for the coming of the Christ child. And the wait seems to get harder each year since retailers seem to roll out the decorations and Christmas music earlier and earlier.

What I think I did learn is that some people have had to deal with a lot harder waits than I have. One of the pastors that I met while in China was a man named Jong Guanlou. He had to wait in a labor camp for 13 years during the Cultural Revolution after he was arrested for being a pastor. Can you imagine? Jong Guanlou was not the only one either—the whole church basically had to quietly wait during the Cultural Revolution—had to wait to proclaim the gospel once again.

Today, Jong Guanlou is the head of a booming church outside of Xi’an. In fact, all the churches in China seem to be booming. Three new churches open their doors every single day in China. In just the last 10 years, the church has grown from 1 million to 20 million people (it’s been a very long time since our churches were growing like that). The two churches we attended while there each had 6 services with thousands of people at each one. 

Now I am not saying that the wait the Church in China experienced was a good thing, or that it was even responsible for the boom now happening. But what is important about this is the realization that the gospel message tells us that with waiting comes hope. If the church can survive a wait like the wait during the Cultural Revolution, and come out the other side growing like it has; there is hope in the midst of any kind of wait. Not just hope for our advent wait, but hope for waits beside a hospital bed; hope for waits on news of a job or a promotion; hope for waits on new life and new beginnings.

Waiting is not fun, but the Advent message is one of a hopeful waiting. Whether we are talking about Magi waiting on a king, a young couple expecting a child waiting for a place to stay, a people waiting for a savior, we find that there is hope in the waiting.

Grace and Peace, 
Seth

