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PREACHING SEMINARS AT GHOST RANCH

There are two more preaching seminars occurring in the next two and a half months.  “KALEIDOSCOPE 4: Before the Cradle and Beyond the Cross, Preaching from Advent 2009 to Easter 2010” will feature the Revs. Herman Waetjen and Sam Hamilton-Poore from San Francisco Theological Seminary.  They have created a workshop for preachers that will serve to integrate sermon planning with spiritual formation and includes both a scholarly and prayerful approach to the gospel lectionary texts from Advent 2009 to Easter 2010.  Their intent is to assist pastors who are seeking to nurture their own spiritual life through a deeper, personal engagement with the scriptures.  It will be held at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu from August 3-9.  Registration for K4 is the highest of this series that we have sponsored so far.  “KALEIDOSCOPE 5: Preaching that Spans the Gap between Church and Society” will be led by the Rev. Cynthia Rigby from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  Professor Rigby, the author of more than 30 articles and book chapters who is currently completing two books, has been referred to as one of about 12 contemporary theologians who can “span the gap between church and society”.  By giving attention to theology, politics and sociology, these theologians were said to “shape the world, not just follow in its wake.” This event will be held at Ghost Ranch in Santa Fe from October 5-7.
These seminars are made possible through a grant from the General Assembly Mission Council to the Synod of the Southwest and are open to all pastors serving within the bounds of the Synod with preference being given to those who are actively serving congregations.

Registration now is closed for Kaleidoscope 4 but for Kaleidoscope 5 is available through SSW at www.synodsw.org.  Total cost is $100 and includes room (double occupancy), board, transportation to ABQ* and event registration.  General information about Ghost Ranch easily can be found at www.ghostranch.org.  For any questions, please contact Synod of the Southwest.

*SSW will book flights or mileage will be reimbursed at $0.35/mile with a limit of the cost of the lowest airfare available 21 days in advance.

The Synod has applied for another grant under these same guidelines and is hopeful that it will be possible to continue these seminars in 2010 and 2011.
MISSION CHALLENGE 2009

From Friday, September 25 through Sunday, October 18, the Synod will be the host for Carol Fujii, mission co-worker from Thailand, as part of a program that will place people in over 140 presbyteries around the country.  Carol teaches English to students entering 
the Bangkok Institute of Theology.  Additionally, she volunteers at The Well, a program of outreach ministering to women in prostitution.  She and her husband, the Rev. Leith Fujii, have served since 1998, working in partnership with the Church of Christ in Thailand (CCT).  The Fujiis are itinerating independently this year.  We have been

privileged to have them make a presentation at a synod meeting several years ago in Albuquerque at St. Andrew PC.  
If your congregation or a group from your church is interested in hosting Carol and allowing her an opportunity to share her experiences as a mission co-worker for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), please contact the synod office and we will attempt to work you into her schedule.  
There is a strong push by the World Mission division of the General Assembly Mission Council taking place in order to increase the number of mission workers abroad and to “Grow the Church Wide and Deep” by sharing the stories of the wonderful work that currently is being done around the world by Presbyterians and others with whom they work in partnership.
2009 GLOBAL MISSION EXPERIENCE IN CHINA
There will be 21 people from the Synod of the Southwest traveling to China from October 13-28.  They will be traveling to Shanghai, Nanjing, Xi’an, Kunming and Beijing through arrangements made by the Amity Foundation.  The anticipated itinerary was shared with you at the March 14th synod meeting.  There will be two mandatory orientation sessions; the first will be on August 22nd in Albuquerque and the second on October 12th in Phoenix just before the group takes off from Sky Harbor.  The group will return just prior to our next synod meeting which will be on November 6-7 in Albuquerque and a complete report will be shared at that time.
